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Traffic deaths fall

. The number of peopl
‘;lqlled in traffic acgidel:\tg
hit a 49-year low of 6,871 in
2005, the first time below

7,000 since 1956,
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Churchill’s wish
_British wartime Prime
Minister Winston Churchill
favored summarily execut-
ing German leader Adolf
Hitler in an electric chair.
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Watery wine

Heavy rain continues to
ca\ése looding in towns
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Kiev accuses Russia
as gas crisis worsens

Says Moscow ‘trying to undermine economy’

wied vom AP sy much of the continent. vowed to move the country
MOSCOW — Ukraine has _ The Ukrainian Foreign outof Russia's sphere of influ-
Ministry, meanwhile, ac- ence.

:lccused Rqssna_ of trying cused Moscow of following “a After meeting with ambas-
0 underrr_une its econo-  scenario aimed at economic sadors from EU c.ountrlhesE
my while MoSCOW pressure and blackmail and Yushchenko denied thal
charged that Kiev is ultimatelyat undermlini.ng the U'ﬁf}'"f is Slf?::-nitnl"\;%vnrx{‘:xssﬂm
i it stability of the Ukrainian natural gas wn use —
St::l:lrgi;l :ssst;ax:ld;?-tx:: econom; and foiling Russian  but slggges‘ted that Kiev is dip- | |
gas’ prices that has bal gas;‘: deliveries to consumers ping into it for transport ser-
" in EU countries.” vices.
looned into a wider ener- It called for aresumptionof ~ “For a few days, there has
gy crisis with supplies gas price negotiations, this not been a single 9“'3'1(! meter
heading further west into time including international of gas from Russia,” he to}d
Ei ignifi t1: . experts. reporters. "Bgfqre, Russia
Urope sigaificantly cur Gazprom has demanded provided 60 million cu. me- |
tailed. that Ukraine more than qua- ters a day for transit, part of
After weeks of talks, Rus- druple the price it pays for which was used as technologi-
sia’s state-run natural gas Russian gas, which accounts cal gas to complete the tran-
OAO Gazprom halt-  for about a third of the gas sit. Thus, Ukraine is now

an ies across
Northern California’s wine
country.
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line business leader NHN,
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Jar revolution in tradition-

al company working prac-
tices.
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Stolen treasure
| Three of the planet’s
\most powerful art dealers
td‘efemf themselves against.
icharges that they have
‘robbed the world of some
lof its most ancient trea-
ksuns.
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proposed that independent au-
ditors record how much gas is
entering Ukraine’s pipeline
network.

: at goes _on Ukrair itions be- - men' gas. N i
through pipes that™cross tween‘Russia and Ukraine  “As ofitoday; only Russian
‘Ukraing the dispute

ed deliveries to Ukraine on used in the country of 48 mil- making the transit entirely at || =
Sunday. lion. It argues that its new its own expense.”

On Monday, Gazprom price of $230 per 1,000 cu. me- Ukraine’s Fuel and Energy
blamed Ukraine for the drop ters is in line with world mar- Minister Ivan Plachkov said
in supplies to Europe, saying ket prices; it paid $50 last that the reduction in Eaf Sup-
it had diverted about 100 mil- year. plies reaching Central and

IRL GETS a scare Monda
asya shopping mall, AEPI

y as she is greeted by a dancer wearing a llon’s mask as part of New Year's celebrations at a
PHOTO

lion cu. meters of Russiangas ~ Ukrainian officials say such  Eastern Europe “is in ”‘l‘i‘:"rd
— worth about $25 million — a huge leap will cripple the with the cut in gas supplies to

intended for European cus- country’s economy, which re- Ukraine from Russia for tran.
tomers. pe lies st{r}:ngly on ex{ergy—inten- sit,” the lTAB-;I{‘:SjS onse“_rs
Citing Gazprom Deputy sive heavy industries. agency rgported- aid
Chairman Alexander Med- Ukraine has not objected to that for its own use’res aine
vedev, the Interfax news abandoning the cheap price it is relying on its ow?abomes
agency said that Gazprom had been paying, but wants and on deliveries o' Show 20
the increase phased in gradu-  million cu. meters a day from
ally. Turkmenistan which s

Ukrainian President Viktor shipped throug}l Russiap
Yushchenko on Sunday de- pipelines to Ukraine.
nounced Russia for imposing Medvedev said that Russia
“obyi onomic ure . was 1ot sen i

KyodoNews

A diplomatic spat between
Japan and China over the sui-
cide of a Japanese Consulate
General official in Shanghai
rippled further Sunday as To-

ued tatement call-
® Basmge Saims made a

Gazprom supplies about a

notilg there
ble actions” t:
nesg side. i B

R.l:gaxd.i.ng a statement is-

have been stiff and chilly over  gas is entering the Ukrainian

Ay
l ¥

e, S
worries of widespread the past year, since Yu- gas transport system,
i i h came to power and CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

n'by the Chi-
raised b
supply

ny 144
day\GarlieY (TS and. alsos .

ere “regretta- | tween 'the- t.w%m‘%ountﬂes - hadnot;

sued Saturday by the Chinese

Embassy in Japan that as-

serted Japan said the suicide

‘was due to job stress, the For-
eign Ministry said, “The Jap-
anese side has not expressed
such a position.”

x| amid. al

arose after the ministry on

Dec. 28 acknowledged the sui-
cide and said “regrettable ac-

The d‘\spu\g, which came
lations be-,

tions” by local Chinese securi-
ty authorities were believed
to be behind it.

The Sunday statement also
said Japan “‘cannot accept the
Chinese position that claims
“this incident has nothing to

do with Chinese government
and that Japan

Dersonnel’ ”

tion from the ese govern-
ment regarding the facts of
the incident.

Tokyo slams China’s denials in diplomat’s suicide

The suicide came to light on
Dec. 27 when a Japanese
newspaper reported that the
official, reportedly the head
of the consulate’s encrypted
communications, killed him-

self after leaving a note indi-

cating he was under pressure
to provide China with classi-

e L
bla jedover his rela
ship with a bar hostess-"

Emperor offers New Year’s g eetmgs to public

Compiled kom Kyodo, AP

Emperor Akihito offered his
annual New Year’s greetings to
well-wishers who gathered
Monday at the Imperial Palace
to see the royal family.

Some 50,200 people — the
smallest number since the Em-
peror’s reign began in -
visited the palace amid rainy
weather, the Imperial House-
hold Agency said.

“I am truly pleased to cele-
brate the new year with you,”
the 72-year-old Emperor said
in a speech from the glass-
covered balcony of the Cho-
wa-Den wing of the palace. “I
wish for the happiness of the
people in our country and
peace in the world.”

He was accompanied by
Empress Michiko and other

THE IMPERIAL FAMILY
Palace during the annu:

.-

- ‘fl N Y > —
Waves to well-wishers Monday morning from 8 balcony at the Imperial
al New Year's greetings. KYODOZHOTO 1 i
Ln]:ggwr;iledfaéngl}; members, were held. Crown Princess tookpart tivee of them two

F B in olcr;r‘l;:iin :Vlasako, who is recovering ~mor year. "
gs  from a stress-induced illness, Iwas s:‘g\n as another indi-
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Second in a senes quake—lﬂ'oofing data,
By KAHO SHIMIZU In the past’year through
Staff writee October alone, 8

Japane: i-
;‘l‘xcid more than ?,120 :g:{}l;
akes with a magnpj
gr;ater e agnitude
redicting whep
w[nere 2 Big One will hiatnirsl
still an imperfect Science,
but the government as e[}
as companies have long
Yvo{klr'lg 0:1 cutting-edge
> miti
Seehnalogy itigate such

Amid the scores of shoddily
built high-rises connected to
disgraced architect Hidetsu-

FRAMING
THE FUTURE

a, the fraud scandal i )
Anha:va had one positive This spring, one of their
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cation that her condition is
improving. On Sunday, she
attended the New Year’s cere-
mony at the palace for the
first time in three years.

The Emperor's New Year’s
message released Sunday
was dedicated to all the vic-
tims of World War II.

“Three million and one hun-
dred thousand Japanese peo-
ple died in the war, and many
foreigners were also vic-
tims,” he said in a statement.

“We will never forget the
people who lost their lives in
the war, and bear in mind
that the Japan of today is
built on the sacrifice made by
those many people,” he said,
apparently referring to all
who died, regardless of na-
tionality.

Technology
of 1744 shock

Tokyo,
P

U.N. offic

jals seek

to grill Assad over

Hariri assassination

BEIRUT (AP) The U.N. com-
mission investigating the assas-
sination of former Lebanese
Prime Minister Rafik Hariri
has asked to interview Syrian
President Bashar Assad and
Foreign Minister Farouk al-
Sharaa, the commission’s
spokesperson said Monday.

“The commission will also
seek to interview (former
Syrian Vice President) Abdul-
Halim Khaddam as soon as
possible,” spokeswoman Nas-
ra Hassan said, referring to
the man who alleged in TV in-
terview broadcast Friday
that Assad had threatened
Hariri several months before
he was assassinated in a Feb.
14 truck bombing.

The commission, whose
mandate was recently re-
newed by the U.N. Security
Council for another six
months, has reported that
several people whom Hariri
spoke to after he met Assad in
August 2004 said the Syrian
leader had threatened the
Lebanese prime minister
over the issue of Syrian plans
to extend the term of Leba-
non’s president.

Syrian officials, such as al-
Sharaa, have sdenled any
threat was made.

Khaddam was the first for-
mer senior member of the
Syrian government to con-
firm the t. Hassan sald
Monday that Khaddam's re-
marks In the TV interview
“corroborated the Informa-
tion we had from other
sources and which were con-
tained in the s

Bashar Assad

for a response from the Syri-
ans,” Hassan added. She re-
fused to say when the request
to interview Assad was made.

There was no immediate
Syrian government comment
on the U.N. commission’s re-
o tt'wm int

terim reports pub-

lished late last year, the c‘:um»
mission accused top Syrian and
Lebanese intelligence officials
of being involved in the killing
of Hariri. In an interview with
the media, outgoing commis-
sion Chairman Detlev Mehlis
;nld he is confident that the

yrian “authorities” were
hi];d the tion, be-

yria has repeated)

the charge. e A

The assassination of Hariri
in a blast that killed 20 other
people in central Beirut, was a
turning point in modern Leba-
nese . As he was seen as
a quiet

two reports.”

“The U.N. commission had
already sent a request to in-
terview Syrian President Ba-
shar Assad and Foreign Min-
ister Farouk al-Sharaa,
among others,” Hassan said.

“The commission is waiting

P of Syrian in-
numnlse‘iin Lebanon, his L
provoked mass demonstrations
against Syria. Combined with
international pressure, these
protests forced Syria il
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FIRST TIME BELOW 7,000 SINCE '56

Road deaths drop 10 49

Kyom News
The death toll from traffic
accidents dropped to 6,871
last year, down by 487 (rom
the previous year and less
than 7,000 for the first time
since 1956, the National Police
Agency said Monday.

‘The death toll for 2005 was
only 40 percent of the figure
for 1970, when traffic fatali-
ties hit a postwar record of
16,765.

The annual toll dipped be-
low 8,000 In 2003 and was
about 7,000 in 2004. It has fall-
en for five years in a row.

The agency attributed the
improvement to many fac-
tors, Including stiffer penal-
ties for traffic violations, a
rise in scat-belt use and im-

provements in_life-saving
technology. Traffic death fig-
ures only count people who
die within 24 hours of an accl-
dent.

A revision to the Road Tral-
fic Law that took effect in No-
vember 2004 apparently had a
dramatic effect in cutting ac-
cidents involving drivers us-
ing cell phones, which be-
came a new offense under the
law.

Further steps, especlally
those addressing elderly driv-
ers, will be needed to achieve
the government's goal of re-
ducing the annual death toll to
fewer than 5,000 by 2013,
agency officials said.

The number of traffic acci-
dents dropped 19 percent to

HAKODATE, Hokkaldo — Horses from the Dosanko Farm horse-riding farm gallop up the
134 steps of Hakodate Hachiman Shrine on Monday, where the riders offered New Year's
. “Dosanko" Is the name given to horses native to Hokkaldo. «vooornoto

and the number of
injured in them fell 2.2
peaplsﬂl.n to 1.16 million.
s in ncclde?nu
y a major
e mm? after a]‘Hh(Ee
in both were set for the
e stralght year in 2004,
NPA Commlulogedr lfeenel:
a Urgf pul
al Iwao Urum et L
minder that despite
the improvements, accidents
still topped 900,000 for the
sixth straight year and that
the number of Injured
eclipsed 1 ‘milllon for the sev-
enth conseculive year
Other statistics released by
the agency show that an aver.
ageof 18.82 people were killed
in road accidents cach day

933,546

T————————

AKITA (Kyodo) Two employees
of a hot spring inn in Yuzawa,
Akita Prefecture, where a fam-
ily of four died last week after
inhaling hydrogen sulfide gas
have been hospitalized, it was
learned Monday.

According to local authori-
ties, the two employees of
Okuyama Ryokan in the Do-
royu hot spring area had
joined 47-year-old Yasushi
Matsui in his search for his
wife and two children after
they did not return to the

lodge Thursday.

family members
were found collapsed in a hol-
low near the inn's parking lot
and were later pronounced
dead. Matsui lost consciousness
after pulling one of his children
out of the cavity, and died in a
hespital the following day.

A high concentration of the
toxic gas was found in the hol-
low. Police said they suspect
the two inn employees, a 27-
year-old man and a 20-year-
old woman who were search-

ing near the hollow, also in-
haled the gas. Both were hos-
pitalized for tests, but the
man has already been re-
leased and the woman is not
in a life-threatening situation.

Meanwhile, local officials
said Monday that of the 16
people in four households in
the vicinity who had been ad-
vised to evacuate following
the tragedy, six people — all
employees of Okuyama Ryo-
kan — moved to lodgings in
the city of Yuzawa.
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dressed it§ crime "
mentary aid.

On De{ 26, a day afigr the
two sides’agreed to rejume
normalization talks, Atelreit-
erated at a News confirence
in Tokyo that Japan s “a
basic and well-established
principle that therc willbe no
normalization of diplonatic
relations without a resaution
of the abduction issue ™

The Minju Joson commen-
tary accused Abe of “dstort-
ing the basic lssue.”
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Program aims to reform domestic abusers

Rehabilitation classes seek to halt surge in violence in Japanesc homes

By MASAMIITO
sl witer

For years, Masaru Suzykj
used threats and physical vio-
lence to control his wife.
Whenever he did not get his
way, he lashed out at her ver-
bally or with hands that were
all too ready to strike.

Suzuki is one of the thou-
sands of domestic-violence

trators in Japan

Be it inside the home or in
public, Suzuki sald he
sereamed at his wife if she did
not act according to his wish-
es. If she became hysterical,
he grabbed her by her arms
and shook her.

One time, when his wife
was about six months preg-
nant with their first child, Su-
zuki beat her and later had to
rush her to a hospital.

“I was the patriarch, using
whatever method necessary
to get my own way,” Suzuki
said. “Not once did I think I
was doing anything wrong."

Finally, in August 2004, his
wife took their two daughters
and left him.

“That was when 1 knew 1
had to do something about
(my problem),” Suzuki said

Domestic violence is on Lhe
rise in Japan and Suzuki's
case is only the tip of the ice-

berg.

According to data from the
National Police Agency, there
were 14,410 acknowledged
cases of domestic violence in
2004, a 14.7 percent increase
from 2003.

As a result of domestic vio-
lence, the 2004 NPA data show
there were 1,094 arrests for
murder, 75 for rape and 711
for injury.

Offenders can be punished
by law, but experts on the is-
sue say the government needs
to create a legal framework
to help rehabilitate the of-
fenders.

In October 2004, he joined
Aware, one of Japan's few re-
habilitation facilities for abu-
sive partners.

At weekly meetings, men
ther from prefectures as
far apart as Iwate, Nagano
d Shizuoka. Together with
cilitator and Aware founder
oriko Yamaguchl, they dis-
s their problem.
During the meetings, par-
cipants share opinions on
pics such as what consti-
tes violence, the want and-
eed for power and control
ver partners, stress man-

agement and other issues.

“The program (al Aware)
is not medical treatment, it is
education,” Yamaguchi said
“Some specialists see domes-
tic violence as an addiction to
violence, but that is not Lrue
— because (the offenders)
choose violence to gain con-
tral.”
Since its establishment in
April 2002, Yamaguchi esti-
mates that more than 100
abusers have sought help
from Aware, At present,
about 25 men are taking part
in the program, including Su-
zuki. However, many don't
finish the program.
Yamaguchi said there is
nothing she can do about that
because there is no law forc-
ing abusers to participate in
such programs.

The law against domestic
violence was only enacted in
2001, and its first revision took

NORIKO YAMAGUCHI, founder of Awal
faciitator for a domestic violenca offenders’r prog

, poses In front of a certificate designating her ag 5
| PHOTO

even realize they are being
abusive,” Yamaguchi said

Japan can look for some ex-
amples to follow abroad

In California, the penal
code states that an arrested
offender who has been re-
leased on probation will be
monitored by a probation offi-
cer and musl participate in a
rehabilitation program for at
least a year.

If the offender complies
with all of the rules and does
not break any other laws, the
abuser’s criminal record will
be cleared

“We have the same (law)
for drugs, teo,” said Alyce La-
Violette, cochair of the Cali-
fornia Association of Batter-
ers' Intervention Programs.
“It is to give people a chance
to get better, give people a
chance to improve without ru-
ining their record.”

LaViolette was in Japan in
October to talk to government

i ;{ﬂdﬂh about her: program,
0~ Ir

lence to include not just physi-
cal but also psychological
abuse. It also calls on local
governments to create guide-
lines to further prevent do-
mestic abuse and to provide
support for victims.
But experts point out Ja-
pan’s legal system does not
have any specific guidelines
for forcing perpetrators of
domestic violence to partici-
pate in a rehabilitation pro-

ram.

“Only legal power, or public
authorities, can give aware-
ness to (offenders) who do not

and to ‘explain
the law against them in Call-
fornia
She stressed the need for a
law in Japan to force perpe-
trators to participate in pro-
grams “because you need to
create a law that doesn’t do
damage to the people you are
trying to help ... we need to
look at the effect on the
abused and the abuser,” she
said

As one of the pioneers in es-
tablishing a program to reha-
bilitate domestic-violence of-
fenders, LaViolette has also
been active in training facilita-

tors like Aware's Yamaguchi

Throughout her 26-year c,.
reer in the field, LaViglette
has dealt with many perpetra.
tors. .

In the beginning, she 3jq
not everyone working ity
survivors at shelters wag g,
portive, Some of lhose who
were helping victims were yp-
set that she began working
with the abusive males and
asked her why she was devot.
ing her energy to them.

"Women at a battered wom.
en's shelter generally have
suffered some of the worst
abuse," LaViolette explained,
adding thal their injuries and
suffering were often beyond
belief.

LaViolette worked with per-
petrators “because one of
them can batter many differ-
ent women," she sald. “And 1
wanted to see (the offenders)
e
. It Is true not body cany’
be rehabllitated, LaViolet, J
}minted out!'but there are
‘enders like Suzuki who reall
do want to change

Suzuki has been participat-
ing in the program at Aware
for more than a year but said
he will continue until he feels,
he is someone who will do
good for his family, not harm.

“I am a perpetrator, a crim-
inal offender,” Suzuki said. "I
just have not been arrested
vel. But there are people out
there who need to be arrested
to truly understand that what
they are doing is a criminal
act of violence, before it's too
late.”

Kawasaki foreign residents’ panel
has significant impact on city policy

By ERIKO ARITA
Staft wroer

In the nearly 10 years since
its establishment, the Kawa-
saki City Representatives As-
sembly for Foreign Resi-
dents, an advisory body to the
mayor made up of non-Japa-
nese residents, has been
largely successful.

As the country’s only for-
eign residents’ panel estab-
lished by ordinance, residents
and those involved in the as-
sembly alike say it has helped
reflect foreigners' needs in lo-
cal administration, for exam-
gle by taking on the issue of

ousing discrimination.

But the problems facing
foreign residents continue to
multiply and the assembly's
work is far from over, they
added.

Kawasaki set up the panel
in December 1996 amid a
growing movement across
the country to demand suf-
frage at the local government
level for foreigners, modeled
after similar municipal as-
semblles in Germany, said
Nobuki Yamazaki of the city’s
Human Rights and Gender
Equality Office.

The assembly consists of 26
members who serve two-year
terms. They are selected
from foreign residents who
volunteer to serve. The cur-
rent body has people from 15
countries and is chaired by
Mohammad Anwer, a Paki-
stani who runs a computer-re-
lated business and has lived
in Kawasaki for 15 years.

“An increasing number of
foreigners in the city do not

return to their homelands and
continue living here,” Anwer
said. “So I want them to par-
ticipate in local communities,
and the assembly should keep
on working on their prob-
lems.”

More than 100 foreigners
have so far served as assem-
bly members, and the panel
has submitted a total of 24
proposals to the mayor.

In 2000, the city enacted an
ordinance stipulating that no
individual should be denied
the opportunity to rent hous-
ing based on nationality, age
or disability. The ordinance
was drafted in response to an
assembly proposal calling on
the city to ban housing dis-
crimination against foreign-
ers.

While there are no statistics
to Indicate how effective the
ordinance has been, many
foreign residents say discrim-
ination by landlords and real
estate firms has declined in
recent years, according to

Anwer,

The city also established a
system whereby it becomes
the renter’s guarantor if resi-
dents pay 35 percent of one
month’s rent to a guarantor
firm for a two-year contract.

“The system is helpful for
foreigners because it is hard
for them to look for guaran-
tors” as landlords require,
Anwer said.

According to the city, 33
households headed by for-
eigners used the system in fis-
cal 2004.

But Anwer said many for-
eign residents are still un-

aware that the system exists,
and the city should do more to
get the word out.

‘The number of foreign resi-
dents in Kawasaki has more
than doubled over the past
two decades. The number of
registered foreign residents
was 26,508 in 2004, compared
with 10,246 in 1982,

Koreans have long made up
the largest share of foreign
residents in Kawasaki, ac-
counting for 89 percent of the
total in 1982. But their share
had fallen to 35 percent by
2004. On the other hand, the
number of Chinese is grow-
ing, making up 25 percent of
foreign residents in 2004, Fill-
pinos are the next largest
group of foreign nationals at
12 percent, followed by Bra-
zilians at 5 percent.

Many children of lon;
foreign resident ave

MEMBERS OF the e
views af

meeting on Nov. 27.

reached school age and are
now facing problems, which
are among the issues current-
ly being discussed at the as-
sembly, Anwer said.

The city dispatches bilin-
gual citizens who can teach
basic Japanese lo foreign
children after school The ser-
vice is limited to one year per
child

“But there are some chil-
dren who cannot acquire Jnﬁ
anese (language skills) with-
in a year," Anwer said, add-
ing the assembly members
are seeking an extension of
the training period.

Even children who have
mastered daily Japanese con-
versation have difficulty un-
derstanding terms used in

their lessons, he

Assembly memberg gre al-
s0 discussing the possiblity of
sending teachers to provide
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ably the first local govern-
ment to sel up a panel com-
posed solely of foreign resi-

ents.

At least 15 local govern-
ments around Japan now
have panels composed of for-
elgners or that have a mix of
Japanese and non-Japanese
members, according to city
officials.

But the status of Kawasa-
ki's panel is more secure “
cause the assembly is stipu-
lated by ordinance, which is
(essentially) a law, so it is im-

ible to abolish it without a
decision by the city assem-
bly," Miyajima said

In fact, a similar panel set
up by the Tokyo Metropolitan
Government was abelished in

2001,

some local governments
have mixed panels of foreign-
ers and Japanese, but mem-
pers are often intellectuals

chosen by the municipality,
and they are given topics to
discuss by authorities.

In Kawasaki's assembly,
members come from the gen-
eral public and they decide
the issues they want to dis-
cuss, Miyajima said.

“Since foreign residents in
Japan do not have the right to
vote, we need more assem-
blies where not the elite but
common foreigners can voice
their opinions," he said.

The Kawasaki Municipal Government
I Iooking for city residants wising (o st
on Ihe sixth foreigners’ assambly that
storts in April Selected membars will ba
asked (0 serve & wo-year ferm, aftend.
Ing about eight meelings a year and par-
ticipating In other activitias, including
fioud trips.

Candidates must have been bom on
o bafore April 2, 1988, and be abla to
road hragana and hold discussions in
Japanese. The deadiin fo apply is Jan
13,

For move informatron, ca the Kawasa
ki muncipal office a (044) 2002359 or
omal 1

Kyodo News

lic broadcaster.

the first time in seven years.

the mid-1980s.

the yearend show.

ten cargo ship Taisei Maru,
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NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS
Public mailbox torched in Hyogo

KOBE (Kyodo) A public mailbox caught fire Monday morn-
ing in Takarazuka, Hyogo Prefecture, damaging more than
400 New Year's cards, postal officials said.

A 29-year-old resident near the mailbox called the fire de-
partment at around 1:10 a.m. after seeing smoke emanating
from the letter slot, the officials said.

After the fire was put out, postal staff found that 439 New
Year's cards and three other postcards had been damaged.

A fire set in a mailbox in Kobe's Nishi Ward on Friday
damaged about 1,000 postcards.

Ratings bring good news to NHK

‘The audience ratings for NHK's annual New Year's Eve
music show, “Kohaku Ulagassen” (“Red vs. White Song
Contest"), improved last year, Video Research Ltd. said
Monday, giving some encouragement to the scandal-hit pub-

The show, which lasts more than four hours, is divided in-
to two parts. In the Kanto region centering on Tokyo, the
ratings came to 35.4 percent for the first part and 42.9 per-
cent for the second part, up from 30.8 percent and a record-
low 39.3 percent, respectively, in 2004.

The ratings improved for both segments of the show for

The singing contest, first aired in 1951, was once immense-
ly popular, with ratings around 70 percent to 80 percent until

But ratings have since declined, with eritics attributi
fall to diversification of individual values inJapan a::ﬁa&e
altractive programs produced by commercial broadcasters,
To help improve ratings, NHK used Monta Mino, a popu-
lar host of several commercial TV shows, as the main host
Saturday and introduced viewer voting to choose songs for

Ships collide in Inland Sea; all safe

KOBE (Kyodo) A tanker and a freighter collided in -
land Sea shortly early Monday, the coast guard sal:]..vIc o

No injuries or oil spills occurred in the 12:30 a.m. collision
between the 699-ton Lanker Kannon Maru No. 8 and the 698-

The coast guard questioned the captains and of
members of both ships about the eolﬂsinn. whlchuo..m
about 5 km west of Awaji Island in Hyogo Prefecture.
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Program aims to reform domestic abusers

Rehabilitation classes seek to halt surge in violence in Japanese homes

By MASAMI ITO
Staff writer

For years. Masaru Suzuki used threats and physical violence to control his wife. Whenever
he did not get his way, he lashed out at her verbally or with hands that were all too ready
to strike.

Suzuki is one of the thousands of domestic-violence
perpetrators in Japan.

" avrm
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Be it inside the home or in public, Suzuki said he
screamed at his wife if she did not act according to his
wishes. If she became hysterical. he grabbed her by her
arms and shook her.

Pors
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One time. when his wife was about six months pregnant ™ .
Noriko Yamaguchi. founder of Aware, poses

with therr first child. Suzuki beat her and later had to rush in front of a certificate designating her as a
herio a hospnal facilitator for a domestic violenee offenders’
) rehabilitation program.

"I was the patriarch, using whatever method necessary to gel my own way." Suzuki said.
"Not once did 1 think T was doing anything wrong." :

Finally. in August 2004, his wife took their two daughters and left him.
"That was when I knew I had to do something about (my problem)." Suzuki said.
Domestic violence is on the rise in Japan and Suzuki's case is only the tip of the iceberg.

According to data from the National Police Agency. there were 14.410 acknowledged
cases of domestic violence in 2004, a 14.7 percent increase from 2003.

As a result of domestic violence, the 2004 NPA data show there were 1,094 arrests for
murder, 75 for rape and 711 for injury.

Offenders can be punished by law, but experts on the issue say the government needs to
create a Jegal framework to help rehabilitate the offenders.

I the experts are right about rehabilitation, Suzuki is one of the lucky ones.

In October 2004. he joined Aware, one of Japan's few rechabilitation facilities for abusive
partners.

At weekly meetings, men gather from prefectures as far apart as Iwate, Nagano and
Shizuoka. Together with facilitator and Aware founder Noriko Yamaguchi, they discuss

http://www.japantimes.co.jp/cgi-bin/makeprfy.pl5?nn20060103{2.htm 1/5/2006
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their problem.

During the meetings, participants share opinions on topics such as what constitutes
violence, the want and need for power and control over partners, stress management and
other issues.

"The program (at Aware) is not medical treatment, it is education.” Yamaguchi said.
"Some specialists see domestic violence as an addiction to violence, but that is not true --
because (the offenders) choose violence to gain control.”

Since its establishment in April 2002, Yamaguchi estimates that more than 100 abusers
have sought help from Aware. At present, about 25 men are taking part in the program.
including Suzuki. However, many don't finish the program.

Yamaguchi said there is nothing she can do about that because there is no law forcing
abusers to participate in such programs.

The law against domestic violence was only enacted in 2001, and its first revision took
effect in December 2004.

The revised law expanded the definition of domestic violence to include not just physical
but also psychological abuse. It also calls on local governments to create guidelines to
further prevent domestic abuse and to provide support for victims.

But experts point out Japan's legal system does not have any specific guidelines for
forcing perpetrators of domestic violence to participate in a rehabilitation program.

"Only legal power, or public authorities, can give awareness to (offenders) who do not
even realize they are being abusive," Yamaguchi said.

Japan can look for some examples to follow abroad.

1n California, the penal code states that an arrested offender who has been released on
probation will be monitored by a probation officer and must participate in a rehabilitation
program for at least a year.

If the offender complies with all of the rules and does not break any other laws, the
abuser's criminal record will be cleared.

"We have the same (law) for drugs, too," said Alyce LaViolette, cochair of the California
Association of Batterers' Intervention Programs. "It is to give people a chance to get
better, give people a chance to improve without ruining their record."

LaViolette was in Japan in October to talk to government officials about her program for
offenders and to explain the law against them in California.

She stressed the need for a law in Japan to force perpetrators to participate in programs
"because you need to create a law that doesn't do damage to the people you are trying to
help . . . we need to look at the effect on the abused and the abuser." she said.

As onc of the pioneers in establishing a program to rehabilitate domestic-violence
offenders, LaViolette has also been active in training facilitators like Aware's Yamaguchi.

http://www japantimes.co.jp/cgi-bin/makeprfy.pl5?nn2006010312.htm 1/5/2006
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Throughout her 26-year career in the field, LaViolette has dealt with many perpetrators.

In the beginning, she said, not everyone working with survivors at shelters was supportive.
Some of those who were helping victims were upset that she began working with the
abusive males and asked her why she was devoting her energy to them.

"Women at a battered women's shelter generally have suffered some of the worst abuse."
LaViolette explained. adding that their injuries and suffering were ofien beyond belief.

LaViolette worked with perpetrators "because one of them can batter many different
womern.," she said. "And I wanted to see (the offenders) change."

It is true not everybody can be rehabilitated, LaViolette pointed out, but there are
offenders like Suzuki who really do want to change.

Suzuki has been participating in the program at Aware for more than a vear but said he
will continue until he feels he is someone who will do good for his family, not harm.

"l am a perpetrator, a criminal offender," Suzuki said. "] just have not been arrested vet.
But there are people out there who need to be arrested to truly understand that what they
are doing is a criminal act of violence, before it's too late."

The Japan Times: Jan. 3, 2006
(C) All nghts reserved
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